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TAGS: PINS UR US 

SUB J : TRAVEL CONTROLS 

REF: MOSCOW 15578 

DURING CONVERSATION AT EMBASSY RECEPTION IANUARY 22, MFA 
TRAVEL CONTROL OFFICER SEMENOV ASSERTED IN PASSING THAT 
DEPARTMENT HAD BECOME ESPECIALLY STRICT ON SOVIET EMBASSY 
TRAVEL RECENTLY, CITING DIFFICULTIES NOT LONG AGO IN 
OBTAINING PERMISSION TO USE PITTSBURGH AIRPORT. EMBOFF 
REPLIED THAT EMBASSY HAD EXCHANGED MESSAGES WITH DEPARTMENT 
ON QUESTION OF AIRPORTS SERVING OPEN CITIES IN CLOSED AREAS 
(PARA 2, REFTEL) AND MATTER HAD PROBABLY BEEN RESOLVED BY 
NOW, BUT THAT IN ANY CASE IT SEEMED CLEAR THAT DEPARTMENT 
HAD NO INTENTION OF IMPOSING NEW, NON-RECIPROCAL RESTRIC- 
TION ON SOVIET TRAVEL.DUBS 
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